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ARTICLE IM.

BY ANTHONY CZARNECKI.
Pilsudski in November, 1918, was

released from his prison in the
Magdenburg fortress and Nov. 10
he appeared in Warsaw. Here the
council of the Polish state, which
the German imperial command had
created, submitted its resignation to
Pilsudski, as did also the govern-
men of Daszynski in Lublin.
- On Nov. 18, 1918, a new govern-
ment was formed with Andrew Mo
raczewski at the head of the cabi-
net. Ten days later Pilsudski is-
sued a decree calling for an clec-
tion throughout the new republic
of Poland for seats in the new
Polish law-making body, the sejm,
for Jan. 26, 1919.
The opening and first session of

the sejm took place Feb. 10, 1919.
Pilsudski opened the proceedings
and read his message. On Feb, 20,
at the third session of this national
assembly, he offered his resignation
as chief of state or marshal, but
unanimously the assembly voted to
continue to entrust this place to
him, \

Defeat. of Bolsheviks.
| Pilsudski at once began to or-

ganize the Polish army, believing
that the safcty of the new republic
required it. It was in March of
1920 that the Polish army, in recog-
nation of the great services of their
commander in chief, offered Pil
sudski the post of first marshal of
the Polish fighting forces.

It was in 1920 that the now his-
torical bolshevik invasion in Poland
was made and repelled by the Po-
lish forces under Piłsudski. During

      

 

  

 

  

this struggle a number of Amer-

ican aviators who had served in the

world war volunteered and fought

with the Polish forces against the
bolsheviks.
The vietory over the bolshevicks

was heralded throughout the world
as the saving of Europe's civiliza-
tion, of as great importance as the
checking of the Moslem forces by
[King John 111 Sobieski several cen-
turies ag. at Vienna, when Chris
tianity was in danger.

In 192° the wife of the marshal,
for years his inseparable companion
in his dangerous work, died. In
1922 married a close
friend o. his deceased wite, Mrs.
Alexandra Szczersinska, a. widow,
who too bad been for years an ac-
tive worker in the secret fight for
Poland's freedom and independence.
Sheis the mother of two daughters
by her former marriage and she
survives the marshal. f

Eager to Visit U. 8.
During, the preworld war activi-

ties the secret organizations which
Pilsudsk formed and directed ex-
tended beyond Poland and had con-
tacts wherever there were people of
Polish descent who wished theland
of their fathers to be free and inde-
pendent.
Although Pilsudski never visited

{he United States, it was one of his
wishes that he might do so. He
knew the history of our country, he
knew our institutions, our ideals
and our constitution. "He admired
our great men, our Washington and
Lincoln. He revered the memory
of Woodrow Wilson and was a

 friend and admirer of Herbert Hoo-

  

  
  
  

ver, whom he met in Warsaw after| 9

the resurrection of Poland and};  

   
when Hoover visited that country
in connection with relief admin-
istration work.
He respected all religions and

was a close friend and confidant of
the present pope, who during thel
world war and during the formative} j
days of the new republic was the
papal nuncio, Monsignore Ratti, in| eme
Warsaw.

Had Varied Friendships. /
It was my privilege to visit Pil-| wi

sudski repea'-dly at the Belvedere
palace in Warsaw and to become!
well acquainted with him. 'There
were functions at which the mar-
shal of Poland was presentin those
days of 1919 when it was my good
fortune to be with him and the
present Roman pontiff, Hoover,
Gen, Kernan, who headed. the
American mission, and our Am:
can representative to Poland,
Gibson, and upon other occas c
There were occasions when I went
to see hin: with our American and
other newspaper correspondents.

Pilsudski was chief of state from
the forming of the republic until
the election of the first president,
Prof. Gabriel Narutowicz, into
whose hands he placed the author-
ity of that position Dec, 14, 1922,
'After the assassination of the first

 president .Marshal. Pilsudski be-
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(tionof Poland, which was adopted

t in April 23, 1935. He was proud

>| tions to come.

  

  

   

achievement wasthe new constitu-

andmade the law of the republic
  

of it and happy when he saw it put

into effect. He considered this basic
law the foundation upon which

peace, progress and security of his
country will safely rest for genera-

    

   

  

  

   

  


